
 G reetings and Happy 

Holidays Fellow SGFMA 

Members, 

 This is the time of 

year we look forward to 

being with family and loved 

ones. I know some of us 

are having to deal with 

fiscal mid-year or calendar 

year end reports and are 

trying to survive with less 

staff due to needed vaca-

tions and time off, but hope 

all will be able to reflect 

and enjoy the meaning of 

the season.   

 I would also like 

to take this opportunity to 

thank each and every one 

of you for your participation 

and support in this great 

and growing organization.  I 

would also like to take this 

time to wel-

come our 

newest mem-

bers.                                                          

 Alt-

hough we 

just celebrat-

ed another 

s u c c e s s f u l 

year of activi-

ties, training, and the 19th 

annual conference, your 

Board of Directors are al-

ready working hard on the 

2012 and 2013 calendar 

of events. It is exciting to 

see the dedication, commu-

nication, and commitment 

of this group in working to 

make the SGFMA the best 

it can be. With our 20th year 

anniversary coming up we 

are looking to make it the 

most successful and most 

informative year ever.  

 Please start plan-

ning now to be active in the 

upcoming year SGFMA 

events and continue to 

share our website with 

other Government Fleet 

Professionals. We will con-

tinue to stay in touch 

through these newsletters, 

email, and your SGFMA 

website www.sgfma.org.  

Be sure to include your 

email address and other 

contact information when 

membership renewals that 

go out next month to help 

in correspondence. We will 

also continue to send out 

surveys from time to time 

to let us know how we are 

doing along with reviewing 

the needs of the organiza-

tion.   

 Please contact 

me or any board member 

(contact information is on 

the website) with any ideas, 

needs, or information in 

helping to broaden our 

network and knowledge in 

the fleet profession. 

 Again, Thank You 

for being a member of    

SGFMA,   

Rick Smith 
rsmith1@cmpd.org                                              
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The 19th Annual SGFMA Annual Meeting and Equipment Show, in conjunc-

tion with the Carolinas Chapter of NAFA’s Annual Meeting was held October 2-5, 

2011 in Myrtle Beach, SC,.   The joint Annual Meeting – which was attended by more 

than 380 members and vendors – provided a great networking opportunity for gov-

ernment fleet professionals from throughout the southeast.    

 Thank you to all the members, speakers and vendors that attended, without 

each of you we could not succeed in making our meeting a success.  A wide variety 

of important topics and key issues were addressed throughout the conference. For 

those of you wanting copies of the presentations from the Annual Meeting , they are 

available at http://sgfma.org/sgfma.php?incfile=presentations.html.  

 Next year’s 20th Annual Meeting  is scheduled for September 23—26, 2012 

at the Myrtle Beach Sheraton and Convention Center.   Online registration will begin 

in February on our website, www.sgfma.org.    
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20ll Annual Meeting a Success 

FL EET STR EET  N EWS  

     

 Remembering Bob Bonner... 
SGFMA 20th Annual Meeting  

We are deeply saddened to learn of the recent passing of Bob Bonner. Prior to his 

retirement, Bob worked with The Budget and Control Board - State Fleet Manage-

ment office as the Operations Program Manager.  He was instrumental in the for-

mation of SGFMA and served as our first President. 

http://sgfma.org/sgfma.php?incfile=presentations.html


    Rain, snow and wind make driving extremely haz-

ardous. In fact, the adverse weather conditions create 

double trouble. Congested traffic, winding curves and 

steep hills make driving difficult enough during normal 

conditions. But, when we combine these road conditions 

with wind and wet weather, a whole new set of circum-

stances are introduced.   

 

 We must adjust our driving for these conditions. Keep your distance. Re-

member, you need a lot more room to stop on slippery roads. Anticipate stops and 

slow down gradually. Be extra cautious at intersections.  When driving on a slippery 

surface, never slam on your brakes. These sudden stops can throw you into a skid. 

If your vehicle is not equipped with anti-lock brakes keep steering control and 

wheels rolling by pumping the brake pedal.    

 

 Anti-lock brake systems (ABS) offer many benefits to the driver in hard 

braking situations.  They reduce the possibility of skidding due to wheel lock-up and 

provide improved steering control.  If your vehicle is equipped with anti-lock brakes, 

just hold the brake pedal down with a firm and constant pressure.  The brake pedal 

may feel hard or may seem to ratchet or pulsate.  You may also hear a noise.  Do 

not pump the brake - just hold the brake pedal down with firm pressure and let the 

ABS work for you.  Be ready to push the pedal further if it travels closer to the floor.  

  

 Rapid acceleration and too hard braking cause most skids, but a sudden 

steering movement can also whip your vehicle into a slide. Slow down well ahead of 

turns and curves. Plan ahead for lane changes and move into them gradually. Be 

sure to signal your intentions to traffic behind.  

 

 If you do go into a skid, follow these rules:                                                                                                                                       

 1. Don't hit your brakes or over steer.                                                                                                                                                         

 2. Take your foot off the gas and steer in the direction the rear of the car is 

 sliding. That is, if the rear of the vehicle slides right, turn your wheels right. 

 If your rear slides left, turn wheels to the left.                                                                                                                                                                      

 3. When you feel the recovery, straighten your wheels and roll on.  

 

 The danger of trailer jack knifing is also present on wet roads. What hap-

pens is that the speed of trailer surpasses that of the vehicle creating a hinging 

effect. The trailer whips around with great force, throwing the vehicle out of control. 

  

 Routine vehicle maintenance is important throughout the year. However, 

during inclement weather, we rely on vehicle equipment that we sometimes take 

for granted. Before each trip, make sure all lights are working properly. Check your 

windshield wipers, tire pressure, heater defroster, and be sure you are carrying a 

set of tire chains.  

  

 One of the few good feelings about driving in bad weather is knowing that 

you're in a safe vehicle.  Be prepared for the unexpected. Keep your vehicle in top 

notch condition, increase your following distance and adjust your speed according-

ly.  

 

Information obtained from: http://toolboxtopics.com/Fleet/Roads%20and%20Weather.htm  
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SGFMA 2011 Annual Meeting 
Highlights 

FL EET STR EET  N EWS  

Incoming President Rick Smith presents outgoing  
President Oscar Tribble with  a Thank You plaque. 

President Oscar Tribble presents Jimmy Brown with 
the President’s Award  for 2011. 

President Oscar Tribble  thanks Elease Portee for her 
years of service on the SGFMA Board of Directors. 

Jeff McCormack, Scholarship Committee Chair, 
presents Judy Lucas a check for her daughter Alexis. 

Jeff McCormack, Scholarship Committee Chair, presents Karen Hyatt 
a check for Sherry Posey, Office manager with Sumter County. 
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Photos by Trixie Harrington 



PAGE 6 FL EET STR EET  N EWS  

SGFMA  

2012  

Officers 

SC State Fleet Management presented awards to SC state agencies at the SGFMA Annual Meeting.  Pictured 
Left to Right:  Mike Cupp – Vocational Rehabilitation – Fleet Safety (Most Improved); Amanda Jenkins – 
Parks Recreation and Tourism – Fleet Safety (Large Agency); Jeff McCormack—SC State Fleet Manager; 
Vernon Gainey – Office of Regulatory Staff – Fleet Safety (Small Agency); Brigadier General Marie Goff – Ad-
jutant General’s Office – Fleet Safety (Medium Agency). 

Not pictured:  Mike Holston, Facility Supervisor—Aiken County DOT—Outstanding Maintenance Facility. 
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 OFFICERS AGENCY PHONE EMAIL 

President Rick Smith Charlotte Police Dept., NC 704.336.5691 rsmith1@cmpd.org 

Vice President Doug Ingle City of Hickory,  NC      828.323.7575 dingle@ci.hickory.nc.us 

Secretary Judy Lucas  SC Forestry Commission, SC   803.896.8851 jlucas@forestry.state.sc.us 

Treasurer Karen Hyatt Sumter County, SC 803.436.2241 khyatt@sumtercountysc.org 

     

 REGIONAL     

 DIRECTORS    

Region 1 Jeff McCormack State Fleet Management, SC   803.737.1502 JMcCormack@gs.sc.gov 

Region 2 Jerry Glass City of N. Charleston, SC 843.740.5898 jglass@northcharleston.org 

Region 3 Shelia James SC Dept. of Transportation, SC 843.740.1667 jamessd@dot.state.sc.us 

Region 4 Charles Garren City of West Columbia, SC 803.739.4322 cgarren@westcolumbiasc.gov  

Region 5 Trixie Harrington Coastal Carolina, SC 843.349.2172 pharring@coastal.edu  

Region 6 Ron Nickles City of Thomson, GA 706.595.3751 
Ron.NIckles@thomson-
mcduffie.net  

Region 7 Juan Vega Town of Cary, NC 919.469.4098 juan.vega@townofcary.org 

     

 DIRECTORS AT LARGE   

 Don Foote Horry County, SC 843.915.5200 footed@horrycounty.org 

 Garland Veasey Clemson University, SC 864.656.3477 gveasey@clemson.edu   

 Jimmy Brown Greenwood County, SC 864.942.8598 jimmyb@co.greenwood.sc.us 

 Johnny Reed SC DHEC, SC  803.898.3495 reedjm@dhec.sc.gov 

 Ray Walden SC DHEC-EQC, SC 803.896.8963 waldenrw@dhec.sc.gov  

REGIONS INCLUDE:    

Region 1:  Calhoun, Clarendon, Fairfield, Kershaw, Lancaster, Lee, Lexington, Newberry, Richland, Sumter 

Region 2:  Bamberg, Beaufort, Berkeley, Charleston, Colleton, Dorchester, Hampton, Jasper, Orangeburg 

Region 3:  Abbeville, Aiken, Allendale, Barnwell, Edgefield, Greenwood, Laurens, McCormick, Saluda 

Region 4:  Anderson, Cherokee, Chester, Greenville, Oconee, Pickens, Spartanburg, Union, York 

Region 5:  Chesterfield, Darlington, Dillon, Florence, Georgetown, Horry, Marion, Marlboro, Williamsburg 

Region 6:  All counties in the states of Georgia and Florida   

Region 7:  All counties in the states of North Carolina, Virginia and Tennessee  
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Southeast Governmental Fleet 

Managers Association   

P.O. Box 7824 

Columbia, SC 29202      

   

 

 To foster and promote the advancement of the fleet profession through 

membership, association, and assistance to fellow fleet managers. 

 To provide an open forum for the exchange of ideas, experience, and infor-

mation related to the fleet management profession. 

 To develop and promote improved standards and methods for the good 

management of fleet operations and assets. 

 To seek the improvement of laws and regulations pertaining to fleet admin-

istration. 

 Provide the exchange of information on procurement, maintenance, opera-

tion, and disposition of fleet equipment. 

 Promote the professional, social, and personal interaction between mem-

bers of the fleet management profession. 

 To promote improved intergovernmental profession. 

City of Greenville NC 

Angel Maldonado 

Larry Davis 

Thomas Brown 

 

 

  

FQS Bear Equipment, Inc. 

Melanie Brown 

Frank Troglauer                                                

 

 

 

SC DHEC 

Ray Walden 

 

 

 

 

We are on the Web! 

www.sgfma.org 

SGFMA GOALS: 

2012 Committee Chairs 
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Contributors for this newsletter: 

Rick Smith 

Karen Hyatt 

Trixie Harrington 

Jeff McCormack 
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Welcome New Members 

COMMITTEE CHAIR  

Executive Committee:    Rick Smith rsmith1@cmpd.org 

Program Committee:    Doug Ingle dingle@ci.hickory.nc.us 

Membership Committee: Sheila James jamessd@dot.state.sc.us 

Professional Development Committee:    Jimmy Brown jimmyb@co.greenwood.sc.us 

Information & Publicity Committee: Garland Veasey gveasey@clemson.edu 

Awards Committee:    Jeff McCormack JMcCormack@gs.sc.gov 

Vendors Relation Committee:    Marty Burr mburr@cityofrockhill.com 

Nominating Committee:    Judy Lucas jlucas@forestry.state.sc.us 

Annual Conference Committee:    Karen Hyatt khyatt@sumtercountysc.org 

Audit Committee:    Jerry Glass jglass@northcharleston.org 

A Committee Chair may be calling you to serve...please say “YES.”   If you are interested in serving on a 

particular committee, please contact the appropriate Committee Chair.    
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